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REPORT. 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  expediency  of  accenting  from. 
the  State  of  Conne£ficut  a  ceffion  of  jur  if  dic- 
tion of  the  territory  weft  of  Pennfylvania,  com- 
monly called  the  Weftern  Referve  of  Connec- 
ticut, with  dire^ions  to  report  by  bill  or  o- 
therwijey 

REPORT— 

THAT  in  the  year  1606,  on  the   loth     Hazard's 
of  April,  James  I.  king  of  England,  ^^f^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
on  che  application  of  Sir  Thomas  Gates  and  p^rft  charter 
others,  for  licenfe  to  fettle  a  colony  in  that  of  Virginia, 
part  of  America,  called  Virginia,  not  pof- 
feffed   by   any  Chriftian  prince,  or  people, 
between   the    thirty-fourth    and    forty-lifth 
degrees   of  north  latitude,  granted  them  a 
charter.     In  order  to  facilitate  the  fettlemenc 
of  the  country,  and  at  the  requeft  of  the  ad- 
venturers, he  divided  it  into  two  colonies. 
To  the  firft  colony,  confiding  of  citizens  of 
London,   he   granted,     *'  That  they    might  Ibid.  51. 
begin  their  firil  plantation,  and  habitation, 
at  any  place  on  the  faid  coaft  of  Virginia,  or 
Am.erica,  where  they  fliall  think  fit  and  con- 
venient 5  between  the  faid  four  and  thirty, 
and  one  forty  degrees  of  the  faid  latitude  i 
and  they  fiiall  have  all  lands,  &c.  from  the 
faid  firfl  feat  of  their  plantation  and  habita-. 


■4 

State  Papers,  tlon,  by  thc  fpace  of  fifty  miles  of  Englllli 
S^-  ftatute  meafure,  all  along  the  faid  coail  of 
Virginia  and  America  towards  the  Weft  and 
South  Weft,  as  the  coaft  lyeth,  with  all  the 
iflands,  within  one  hundred  miles,  dire(5lly 
over  againft  the  fame  fea-coaftj  and  alfo  all 
the  lands,  &c.  from  faid  place  of  their  firft 
plantation  and  habitation,  for  the  fpace  of 
fifty  like  Englifh  miles,  all  along  the  faid 
coaft  of  Virginia  and  America,  towards  the 
Eaft  and  North-Eaft,  or  towards  the  North, 
as  the  coaft  lyeth,  with  all  the  iflands  with- 
in one  hundred  miles  direftly  over  againft 
the  faid  fea- coaft ;  and  alfo  all  the  lands, 
&c.  from  the  fame  fifty  miles  every  way  on 
the  fea-coaft-,  direftly  into  the  main  land,  by 
the  fpace  of  one  hundred  like  Englifh  miles : 
And  that  no  other  fubjeds  fhould  be  allow- 
ed to  fettle  on  the  back  of  them,  towards 
the  main  land,  without  written  iicenfe  from 
the  council  of  the  colony." 
Hazard's        To  the  fecond  colony,  confifting  of  Tho- 

Sutc  Papers,  j^gg  Hanham  and  others,  of  the    town  of 

,  0 .  .  52.  piyj^Qui;}^^  King  James  granted  the  tra6l 
between  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-fifth  de- 
grees of  North  latitude,  under  the  fame 
defcription,   as  the  aforefaid  grant  was  made 

j^bid.  53.  to  the  firft  colony.  To  thefe  grants  a  con- 
dition was  annexed,  that  a  plantation  lliould 
nor.  be  made  within  one  hundred  miles  of  a 
prior  plantation. 

Ibid.  57.  By  the  fame  charter,  the  King  agreed  that 

he  would  give  and  grant,  by  letters  patent, 
to  fuch  perfons,  their  heirs  and  afTigns,  as 
the  council  of  each  colony,  or  thc  moft  pare 
of  them  fhould  nominate,  or  afTign,  all  the 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  which 
ihould  be  within  the  precincls  limited  for 


each  colony,  to  be  holden  of  him,  his  heirs  State  Papers, 
and  fuccclTors,  as  of  the  mannor  of  Eaft-  57- 
Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  free 
and  common  focage  only,  and  not  in  capite. 
And  that  fuch  letters-patent  fhould  be  fuf- 
ficient  aflurance  from  the  patentees,  fo  dif- 
tributed  and  divided  amongft  the  undertakers 
for  the  plantations  of  the  feveral  colonies, 
and  fuch  as  fhould  make  their  plantations 
in  either  of  the  faid  feveral  colonies  in  fuch 
manner  and  form,  and  for  fuch  eftates,  as 
Ihall  be  ordered,  and  fet  down  by  the  coun- 
cil of  faid  colony,  or  the  moft  part  of  them 
refpedlively,  within  which  the  fame  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments  fhall  lie  or  be  : 
Although  cxprefs  mention  of  the  true  yearly 
value  or  certainty  of  the  premifes,  or  any  of 
them,  or  of  any  other  gifts  or  grants,  by 
the  King  or  any  of  his  progenitors  or  pre- 
decefibrs  to  the  grantees  was  not  made ;  or 
any  flatute,  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
llanding. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1609,  ^^"g  James,     Hazard's 
on  the  application  of  the  firft  colony  for  a  State  Papers, 
further    enlargement     and    explanation   of  ^°^'  ^-  S^' 
the  firft  grant,   gave  them  a  fecond  charter,  Second  char- 
in   which   they  were    incorporated   by   the  ter  of  Virgi- 
name  of  *^  The  Treafurer  and  company  of  "^^* 
adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, for  the  firft  colony  of  Virginia." 

"  In  this  charter  the  Kino;  arants  to  them 
all  the  lands,  &c.  in  that  part  of  America  {bid.  64* 
called  Virginia,  from  the  point  of  land  called 
Cape,  or  Point  Comfort,  all  along  the  fea- 
coaft  to  the  northward,  two  hundred  miles; 
and  from  the  faid  Point  of  Cape  Comfort, 
all  along  the  fea-coaft,  to  the  fouthward, 
two  hundred  miles  j  and  all  that  fpace  and 


Ibid  72 
Third  char- 
ter of  Vir- 
ginia. 


Hazard's 
ftate  papers 
Vol.1.  74. 


Circuit  of  land,  lying  from  the  fea-coaft  of 
the  precindl  aforefaid,  up  into  the  main  land, 
throughout  from  fea  to  fea.  Weft  and  North- 
Weft  3  and  alfo  all  the  iflands  within  one 
hundred  miles  along  the  coaft  of  both  feas 
of  the  precin6t  aforelaid." 

On  the  1 2th   of  March,  161 1,   12  on  the 
reprefentation  that  there  were  feveral  iflands 
without  the  foregoing  grant,  and  contiguous 
to  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  and  on  the  requeft 
of  faid  tirft  colony,  for  an   enlargement  of 
the  former  letters  patent,   as  well  for  a  more 
ample  extent  of  their  limits,  and  territories 
into   the   feas    adjoining   to,  and  upon   the 
coaft  of  Virginia  as   for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  faid  colony.  King  James  granted  to 
them  another   charter.     After  reciting   the 
defcription  of  the  fecond  grant,  he  then  pro- 
ceeds to  give,  grant  and  confirm  to  the  trea- 
furer  and  company  of  adventurers  and  plan- 
ters of  the  city  of  London  for  the  firft  colony 
of  Virginia,   and  their  heirs,  &c.  "  all  and 
fingular  thofe  iflands  whatfoever,  fituate,  and 
being  in  anv  part  of  the  ocean  feas  bordering 
on  the  coaft  of  our  faid  firft  colony  in  Virgi- 
nia, and  being  within  three  hundred  leagues 
of  any  of  the  parts  heretofore  granted  to  the 
faid   treafurer   and   company  in  faid  former 
letters-patent  as  aforefaid,  and  being  within 
the  one   and  fortieth,  and  thirtieth    degrees 
of  Notherly  latitude,  v/ith  ail  the  lands  &c. 
both  within  the  faid  tra6t  of  land  on  the  main, 
and  alfo  within  the  faid  iflands  and  feas  ad- 
joining, &c.  Provided  always.  That  the  faid 
iflands,  or    any  premifes  herein    mentioned 
or  by   thefe  prefents  intended,  or  meant  to 
be   conveyed,    be   not  adually  poflfeflTed  or 
inhabited  by  any  other  chriftian  prince,  or 


ftate;  nor  be  within  the  bounds,  limits,  or 
territories  of  the  Nothern  colony,  heretofore 
by  us  granted,  to  be  planted  by  divers  of 
our  loving  fubjecSts  in  the  north  pare  of 
Virginia. 

On  the  15th  day  of  July,  1624,  James  I. 
granted  a  commiffion  for  the  government  o^jbidiS?. 
Virginia,  in  which  it  is  alledged  that  the  ig5.  * 
charters  to  the  Treafurer  and  company  of 
adventurers  and  planters  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, for  the  firft  colony  of  Virginia,  had 
been  avoided  upon  a  quo  warranto  brought 
and  a  legal  and  judicial  proceeding  therein  by 
due  courfe  of  law. 

On  the  20th  day  of  Auguft,  1624,  James  ^   Hazard's 

■It  •  fy^         f        1  itEt6  pspcrSj 

granted  another  commiiiion  tor  the  govern- ^qJ  ^  jg 
ment  of  Virginia,  in  which  it  is  alledged  191. 
"  Whereupon  we  entering  into  mature  and 
deliberate  confideration  of  the  premifes,  did 
by  the  advice  of  our  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Council,  refolve  by  altering  the  charters  of 
the  faid  company,  as  to  the  point  of  govern- 
ment, wherein  the  fame  might  be  found 
defe6tive,  to  fettle  fuch  a  cour  feas  might  bed 
fecure  the  fafety  of  the  people  there,  andcaufe 
the  faid  plantation  to  flourifh,  and  yet  with 
the  prefervation  of  the  intereft  of  every  plan- 
ter and  adventurer,  fo  far  forth  as  their  pre- 
fent  interefts  ihall  not  prejudice  the  public 
plantations  -,  but  becaufe  the  faid  Treafurer 
and  company  did  not  fubmit  their  charters 
to  be  reformed,  our  proceedings  therein 
were  flayed  for  a  time,  until  upon  quo 
warranto  brought,  and  a  legal  and  judicial 
proceeding  therein,  by  due  courfe  of  law, 
the  faid  charters  were,  and  now  are,  and 
iland  avoided.*' 

On  the  13th  May,  1625,  Charles  I.  by  his     Ibid.  203. 
proclamatipn,  ^fter  alledging  that  the  letters  ^^4- 


patent  to  the  colony  of  Virginia,   had  been 
Ibid  203.  queflioned  in  a  legal  courfe,  and  thereupon 
^°^'  judicially  repealed,  and  judged  to  be  void ; 

declares  that  the  government  of  the  Colony 
of  Virginia,  fhali  immediately  depend  on 
himfelf,  and  not  be  committed  to  any  com- 
pany or  corporation. 

From  this  time  Virginia  was  confidered  to 

Ibid.  234.  be  a  royal  government,  and  it  appears  that 

312.  400.     the  kings  of  England  from  time  to  time, 

477.  vol.  II.  gi-anted  commillions  for  the  government  of 

^^*  the  fame. 

The  right  of  making  grants  of  lands  was 
yelled  in  and  folely  exercifed  by  the  crown. 
The  Colonies  of  Maryland,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  part  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  were  ered:ed  by  the  crown,  within 
the  chartered  limits  of  the  firft  colony  of 
Virginia. 

When  the  king  of  France  had  dominions 
in  North  America,  the  land  in  queftion  was 
included  in  the  province  of  Louifiania,  but 
no  part  of  it  was  adlualiy  fettled  by  any  of  his 
fubjeds.  After  the  conqueft  of  the  French 
pofiefTions  in  North  America  by  Great-Bri- 
tain, this  tra6l  was  ceded  to  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1763. 

In  the  year  1774,  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Sj     .g  ^^ Britain  palled  an  aft,  declairing  and  enafting 
large  vol.      "  that  all  the  territories,  illands,   and  coun- 
Vlll.  405.   tries,    in  North  America,  belonging  to  the 
crown   of  Great-Britain,    bounded    on    the 
South   by  a  line  from  the  bay  of  Chaluers 
alono-  the  high  lands  which  divide  the  rivers 
that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  St.  Lau- 
rence, from  thofe  that  fall  into  the  fea,    to  a 
point  in  forty-five  degrees  of  North  Latitude 
on  the  Eaftern  bank  of  the  river  Connefticut, 
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keeping  the  fame  latitude  direflly  Weft,  Statutes  at 
through  the  lake  Champlain,  until  in  theyj|j^°^\ 
fame  latitude  it  meets  the  river  St.  Laurence,  *  "'^* 
from  thence  up  the  Eaftern  branch  of  faid 
river,  to  the  lake  Ontario,  thence  through 
the  lake  Ontario  and  the  river  commonly 
called  Niagara,  and  thence  along  by  the 
Eaftern  and  South  Eaftern  bank  of  lake 
Erie,  following  the  bank  until  the  fame  fhall 
be  interfe<5ted  by  the  Northern  boundary 
granted  by  the  charter  of  the  province  of 
Pennfylvania,  in  cafe  the  fame,  Ihail  be  fo 
interfered  ;  and  from  thence  along  the  faid 
Northern  and  Weftern  boundaries  of  faid 
province,  until  the  faid  Weftern  boundary 
ftrike  the  Ohio.  But  in  cafe  the  faid  bank 
of  the  faid  lake,  ftiall  not  be  found  to  be  i^o 
interfecbed,  then  following  the  faid  bank, 
until  it  fhall  arrive  at  the  point  of  the  faid 
bank,  which  fliall  be  neareft  to  the  North 
Weftern  angle  of  the  faid  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania, and  thence  by  a  right  line  to  the 
faid  North  Weftern  angle  of  faid  province, 
and  thence  along  the  Weftern  boundary  of 
faid  province,  until  it  ftiall  ftrike  the  river 
Ohio,  and  along  the  bank  of  the  faid  river, 
W^eftward  to  the  banks  of  the  Miflifippi,  and 
Northward  to  the  Southern  boundary  of  the 
territory  granted  to  the  Merchants,  Adven- 
turers of  Eno^land,  trading;  to  Hudfon's  Bay, 
and  alfo,  all  fuch  territories,  iftands,  and 
countries,  which  have  fince  the  loth  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1763,  been  made  part  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Newfoundland,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  during  his  Majefty's  pleafure  annexed 
to,  and  made  part  and  parcel  of  the  province 
of  Quebec,  as  created  and  eftabliftiedby  the 
faid  royal  proclamation  of  the  7th  of  Odober, 
1763,  B    ■ 


Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained relative  to  the  boundary  of  the  pro--^ 
vince  of  Quebec,  fhall  in  any  wife  affedl  the 
boundaries  of  any  other  colony. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enabled.  That 
nothing  in  this  a6t  contained,  Hiall  extend 
or  be  conflrued  to  extend  to  make  void,  or 
to  vary,  or  alter  any  right,  title,  or  poflef- 
fjon  derived  under  any  grant,  conveyance,  or 
ocherwife  howfoever  of,  or  to  any  lands 
within  the  faid  province,  or  provinces  there- 
to adjoining ;  but  that  the  fame  fhall  be  in 
force  and  have  effecl  as  if  this  ad  had  never 
been  made." 

In  the  year  1620,  on  the  3d  of  November, 
H;zard's  king  James  gave  a  charter  to  the  fecond  co- 
llate Tapers.  JQpy  of  Virginia :  after  reciting  the  grants 
^"  ■    •  '^^    made  to   the   firft  colony   of  Virginia,  and 
^  ^,^      dating  an  application  from  the  fecond  colony 
land  charter,  for  a  further  enlargement  of  privileges,  he 
proceeded  to  declare  "  that  the  tra6i  of  land. 
Hazard's   in  America,  between  the  fortieth  and  forty- 
State  Papers,  eighth  deorrees  of  North  latitude,  from  fea  to 

■17     1      r  O  O  ■* 

voi.  1.  3.  ^^^^  Ihould  be  called  New  England;  and  for 
the  planting,  and  governing  the  fame,  he 
incorporated  a  council  at  Plymouth,  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  and  granted  to  them  and 
their  fuccefibrs,"  all  that  part  of  America 
lying,  and  being  in  breadth,  from  forty  de- 
grees of  Northerly  latitude,  from  the  equi- 
nodial  line,  to  forty-eightdegrees  of  the  faid 
Northerly  latitude  inclufively,  and  in  length 
of,  and  within  all  the  faid  breadth  aforefaid, 
throughout  all  the  main  lands  from  fca  to  fea, 
together  v/ith  all  the  firm  lands,  &c.  upon 
the  main,  and  within  the  faid  iflands  and  feas 
adjoining.  Pro^oided,  the  faid  iflands,  or  any 
of  the   prcmifcs  before  mentioned,  and  inr 


II 


tended  by  fald  charter  to  be  granted,  be  not 
a6tually  pofTefled,  or  inhabited  by  any  Chrif-     NewEng- 
tian  prince  or  flate^  nor  be  within  the  bounds,  ^^"^  charter. 
limits  or  territories  of  the  Southern  colony, 
granted  to  be    planted   in  the    South  part. 
King  James  by  faid  charter  commanded  and 
authorized,  faid  council  at  Plymouth  or  their ,, . , 
fuccefTors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  diftri- 
bute,  and  aflign  fuch  portions  of  land  to  Ad  • 
venturers,  &c.  as  they  Ihould  think  proper. 
In  the  year  1628,  4th  March,  the  council 
of  Plymouth,  purfuant  to  the  authority  vefled       Haz-ird's 
in    them   by   their  charter,    granted  to  Sir  ^ate  papers, 
Henry  Rofwelii  and  others,  a  trad  of  land  '^^^•^-  '^^'^^ 
called  Maflachufetts ;  and  King  Charles  I.     Charter  of 
on  the  4th  of  March  1629,  confirmed  the  fale,  Maflachu- 
and  granted  them  a  charter.     After  reciting 
the  defcription  of  the  grant   to  the  council 
of  Plymouth,  and  their  grant  to   Sir  Henry 
Rofwell,  and  others,  he  grants  and  confirms 
to  them,  **  all  that  part  of  New  England  in       Hazard^s 
America,  which  lies   and  extends  between  a  ftate  papers, 
great  river  there,  commonly  called  Mono- vol.  I.  241. 
mack  river,  alias  Merrimack   river,  and  a 
certain  other  river  there  called  Charles  river, 
being  in  the  bottom  of  a  certain   bay  there, 
called    Maflachufetts,    alias,    Mattachufetts, 
alias,    Mafifaftufetts  bay ;    and   alfo  all  and 
fingularthofe  lands,  and  hereditaments  what-     p,  r 

foever,  lying  within  the  fpace  of  three  Eng- MifTicha- 
glilh  miles,  on  the  South  part  of  the  faid  Tetts,  241. 
river,  called  Charles  river,  or  of  any,  or 
every  part  thereof,  and  alfo  all  and  fingular, 
the  lands  hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  and 
being  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englilli  miles 
to  the  Southward  of  the  Souchernmoit  parts  of 
the  faid  bay,  called  MaiTachufctrs,  alias, 
Mattachufetts,  alias  MafTaclufctts  bay  :  ancl 
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Charter  of  alfo  all  tholc  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfo- 
Maflachu-     ^ver,  which  lie,  and  be  within  the  fpace  of 
'  three  Englifh  miles  to  the  Northward  of  the 

faid  river,  called  Morromack,  alias  Merri- 
mack J  or  to  the  Northward  of  any,  and 
every  part  thereof:  and  all  lands,  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever,  lying  within  the  li- 
mits aforefaid.  North  and  South,  in  latitude 
and  in  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude 
of,  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid, 
throughout  the  main  lands  th:re,  from  the 
Atlantic,  and  Weftern  fea  and  ocean  on  the 
Eaft  part  to  the  South  fea  on  the  Weft  pare, 
with  a  provifo  not  to  extend  to  lands  poilef- 
fed  by  a  Chriftian  prince,  or  within  the  li- . 
mits  of  the  Southern  colony." —  ":> 

Hazard's      In  the  year  1631,  on  the  19th  of  March,- 
State  Papers,  ^.j^^  £^j.|  of  Warwick  granted  to  Lord  Say  and 
\oi.i.  318.  g^^i^  ^^^^  others,  all  that  part  of  New  Eng- 
Firll  charter  I ^j^^  in  America,  which  lies  and  extends  it- 
feif  from  a  river  there,  called  Narraganfet 
river,    the  fpace  of  forty  leagues,    upon   a 
ftraight  line  near  the  fea  fi:iore,  towards  the 
Southwell,  Weft  and  by  South  or  Weft,  as  the 
coaft  lieth  towards  Virginia,  accounting  three 
Englilh  mJles  to  tlie  league,  and  alfo  all  and 
fmgular  the  lands,  and  hereditaments  what- 
i<)ever,  lying  and  being  withm  the  lands  afore- 
faid, North   and  South,  in    latitude  and  in 
breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude  of,  and 
within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid,  throughout 
the    main   lands   there,    from   the    Weftern 
ocean  to  the   South   fea,   &c.    and    alfo,  all 
Hutchcfons  the  iilands,  lying  in  America  aforefaid  in  the 
Hiitory  of     f^|^  f^^g^  ^j-  either  of  them,  on  the  VVeftcrn 
SlSha- ""'  ^^  Eaft-ern  coafts,  &c.     The  territory  afore- 
ietls  Bay,      faid,  having   been   in   the  year  preceding  by 
vol  i,  pig"  the  council  of  Plymouth  granted  to  faid  Earl 
^'^•  cf  Warv/ick. 


In  1635,  the  7'^^'^  of  June,  the  council  of  Hazard's 
Plymouth,  after  having  made  fundry  other  state  Papers, 
grants,  furrendered  their  charter  to  the  Vol.  I.  393. 
crown. 

.  In  the  year  1635,  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and 
other  aflbciates,  appointed  John  Winthrop,     ^^^^  ^^' 
their  governor  and  agent  to  enter  upon  and 
take  pofieffion  of  their  territory,  which  he 
accordingly   did,     and   began   a   fettlement 
near  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river.    About 
the  fame  time  a  number  of  EngliHi  colonifts 
emigrated   from  the  MafTachufetts  to  Con- 
ne6licut  river,  and  after  having  found  them- 
felves  to  be  without  the  Patent  of  that  co-     Petition  of 
lony,  formed  into  a  political  afTociation  by  the  general 
the  name  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  court  at 
purchafed  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  others,  ^Y^^*^    > 
their  grant  from  the  Earl  of  Warvvick,  made  Couneaicut. 
in    1631.      And   in    1661    petitioned   king 
Charles  the  II.  fetting  forth  their  colonization, 
their  adoption  of  a  voluntary  form  of  go^ 
vernment,  their  grant   from  Lord  Say  and 
Seal,   and  others,    and  their  acquifition  by 
purchafe  and  conqueft,  and  praying  him  to 
give  them  a  charter  of  government,  agreebly 
to  the  fyflem  they  had  adopted,  with  power 
equel  to  thofe  conferred  on  Mallachufetts,  or 
the  Lords  and  gentlemen  whole  jurifdidion 
right  they  had   purchafed,   and  to  confirm 
the  grant  or  patent  which  they  had  obtained 
as  afforefaid  of  the  affigns  of  the  Plymouth 
council,  according  to  the  tenor  of  a  draft  or 
inflrument  which  they  fay  v^as   ready  to  be 
tendered  a"  his  gracious  order. 

King  Charles  II.  referring  to  the  faCts 
ftated  in  the  petition  aforefaid,  granted  a 
charter,  dated  the  23d  of  April  i662,  iq 
which  he  conftituted  and  declared  John  Win- 


throp  and  others  his  aflbciates,  a  body,  cor- 
porate and  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  the  Engliih  colony 
of  Connedlicut  in  New-England  in  America, 
with  privileges  and  powers  of  government, 
and  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  faid  go- 
vernor and  company  and  their  fucceflbrs,  all 
thatpart  of  his  dominions  in  New-England  in 
America,  bounded  on  the  eafl  by  Narraganfet 
river,  commonly  called  Narraganfet  Bay, 
where  the  faid  river  falleth  into  the  fea  -,  and 
Ibid.  604.  on  the  north  by  the  line  of  MafTachufetts 
Plantation  ;  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  fea,  and 
in  longitude  as  the  line  of  Maflachufetts  Co- 
lony, running  from  eaft  to  weft*  that  is  to 
fay,  from  the  faid  Narraganfet  Bay  on  the 
eaft,  to  the  South  Sea,  on  the  Weft  with 
the  iflands  thereto  adjoining;  (which  is  the 
prefent  charter  of  Conneflicut.) 

On  the  23d   of  April  1664  King  Charles 
addreffed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  Conne6ticut,  in  which  among  other 
things,  he  fpeaks  of  having  renewed  their 
charter. 
Charter  to      On  the  i2th  of  March,   1664,  Charles  II. 
Duke  of       g-ranted  to  Tames  Duke  of  York,  "  All  that 
Journals  of  P^^^  of  the  main  land  m  New-England,  bc- 
Congrefs,      ginning  at  a  certain  place  called  and  known 
Vol.  8.  p?ge  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  next  adjoining  to 
7^'  New-Scotland  in  America,  and  from  thence 

extending  along  the  fea  coaft,  unto  a  place 
called  Pennique,  or  Pennequid,  and  fo  up 
the  river  thereof  unto  the  furthermoft  head 
of  the  fame,  as  it  tendeth  northward ;  and 
extendinor  from  thence  unto  the  river  Kenne- 
bequie,  and  upwards  by  the  ftiorteft  courfe 
to  the  river  called  Canada,  northward;  and 
alfo  ail   that  ifland  or  iflands,  called  by  the 
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feveral  name,  or  names  of  Mattavvacks,  or    Journals  of 
Long  I  (land  -,    ficuate,  lying  and   being  to-  S^J^J^^^*'  « 
wards  the  weft  of  Cape  Cod,  and  tlie  Narra-    ^  *- j^ 
ganfets,  abutting   on   the   main   lands,  be- 
tween the  two  rivers  there  called  and  known 
by  the  names  of  Connedticut,  and  Hudfon's 
river,  together  alfo  with  the  faid  river  cal- 
led Hudfon's  River,  and  all  the  lands  from 
the  weft  fide  of  Connedicut  river   to   the 
eaft  fide  of  Delaware  Bay,  and  all  the  fe- 
veral iflands,  &:c. 

As  the  charter  to  the  Duke  of  York  co- 
vered part  of  the  lands  included  in  the  char- 
ter of  Connedlicut;  and  as   a  part  of  the 
country  had  been  fettled  by   Chriftian  na- 
tions prior  to    the  charter  of  Conned:icut :' 
for  which    an   exception  had  been  made  in 
the    charter   to   the   Council  of  Plymouth, 
though  not  in  that  to  Connedticut;  a  difpute 
arofe  between  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the 
people  of  Connedlicut,  refpeding  the  bounds 
of  their  refpe6live  grants.     King  Charles  II. 
having  appointed  Richard  Nichols,  and  o- 
thers,  commiflioncrs  to  vilit  the  New-Eng- 
land Colonies,  with  power  to  hear  and  de-     [oarnalsof 
termine   all  complaints,    and   appeals,    and  Congrefs, 
proceed  in  ail  things  for  providing  for,   and  ^^°^'  ^*  P^S^ 
fettling  the  peace  of  faid  country.  ' 

On  the  ijth  06lober,  1664,  the  general 
aflembly  of  the  colony  of  Connedticut  ap- 
pointed agents  to  wait  on  faid  commifiioners, 
which  appointment  was  exprefiTed  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  to  wit:  Mr.  Allen  &c.  aredefir- 
ed  to  accompany  the  Governor  to  New- York 
to  congratulate  his  majefty's  honourable  com^ 
miflioners,  and  if  an  opportunity  offers  itfelC 
that  they  can  ifiue  the  bounds  between  the 
duke's  patent  and  ours  (fo  as  in  their  judg- 
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rtitnt  may  be  for  the  fatisfa6lion  of  the  coOrt)' 
they  are  impowered  to  attend  the  fame,  &c. 
faid  commifTioners  undertook  the  fettlement 
of  faid  bounds  and  on  the  30th  of  November 
1664  determined  as  follows. 

"  By  virtue  of  his  majefty's  commiffion 
we  have  heard  the  difference  about  the  bounds 
of  the  patent  granted  to  the  duke  of  York, 
and  the  colony  of  Connecticut,    and  having 
conddered  the  fame,  &c.  we  do  declare,  and 
order  the  fouthern  bound  of  his   majefty's 
colony  is  the  fea  and  that  Long  Ifland  is  to 
be  under  xhe  government  of  his  royal  high- 
hefs  the  duke  of  York,  as  is   expreffed   by 
plain    words  in    faid  charters    refpectively. 
And  alfo  by  virtue  of  his  majefty's  commif- 
fion, and    by    confent   of  both  the  gover- 
rors   and  gentlemen  above  named,  we   do 
alfo  order  arid  declare  that  the  creek  or  river 
which  is  called  Monoromock  which  is  repu- 
ted to  be  about   twelve  miles  to  the  eaft  of 
Weft-Chefter  and   a  line  to  be  drawn   from 
the  call  point  or  fide  where  the  frefh  water 
falls  into  the  fak,  at  high-water  mark,  north- 
north  weft  to  the  line    of    the    MaiTachu-r 
fetts,    be  the  weftern   bound  of  faid  colony 
of    Connedicut,     and    all    plantations    ly- 
ing   weftward   of    that  creek    and   line  fa 
drawn  lliall   be  under  his  Royal  Highnefs's 
government  3  and  all  plantations  lying  eaft* 
ward  of  that  creek  and  line,  to  be  under  the 
government  of  Conne6licut. 
'/To  this  the  commifTioners  from  Connecti- 
cut fubfcribed  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 
*^  We  underwritten,  on  behalf  of  the  colony 
of  Connedlicur,  have  affented  unto  the  deter- 
mination of  his  Majefty's  commifTioners  in 
relation  the  bounds  and  limits  of  his  Royal 


I? 

Highnefs  the  Duke's  patent  and  the  patent 
of  Conne6liciit/' 

This  was  a  fetclement  of  boundary  between 
the  interfering  charter  of  Conne6licut  and 
that  to  the  Duke  of  York,  as  it  refpev5led 
the  eafliern  extend  of  the  latter. 

New-York  being,  in  June  1673,  recover- 
by  the  Dutch,  and  their  government  revived, 
was,  in  1674,  ceded  on  a  treaty  of  peace: 
The  Duke  obtained  a  renewal  of  his  patent, 
and  claimed  a  re-fettlementofthe  fame,  which 
was  finally  efxedled  in  1733  when  Biram  ri- 
ver, the  prefent  line,  was  eftablifhed. 

Charles  the  fecond,  on    the   4th  day  of 
March  1681,  ^ranted  to  William  Penn,  the  i^m-^^^^of 
firft  proprietary,  and  governor  of  Pennfyl- yj^g    '   ^ 
vania,"  all  that  tra6l  or  part  of  land  in  Ame-  64.  Charts^ 
rica,  with  the  iilands  therein  contained,  as  Pennfyi- 
the  fame  is  bounded  on  theeaft  by  Delaware  ^^^^^' 
river,  from  twelve  miles  diflance,  northward, 
of  New  Caftle  town,  unto  the  three  and  for- 
tieth degree  of  northern  latitude,  if  faid  river 
doth  extend  fo  far  northward  ;  but  if  the  faid 
river  fhall  not  extend  fo  far  northward,  then, 
by  the  faid  river  fo  far  as  it  doth  extend,  and 
from  the  head  of  the  faid  river,  the  eaftern 
bounds   are  to  be  determined  by  a  meri- 
dian line,  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  faid 
river,  unto  the  faid  forty  third  degree  -,  the 
faid  land  to  extend  weftward  five  degrees  in 
longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  faid  eaf- 
tern bounds  J  and  the  faid  lands  to  be  bound- 
ed on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of  the  three 
and  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and 
on  the  South  by  a  circle    drawn  at   twelve 
miles  diftance  from  New  Caftle,  Northv/ard 
and  Weftward  unto  the  beginning  of  ihe  for- 
tieth degree  of  Northern  latitude,  and  then 
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by  a  ftreight  line  Weftwards,  to  the  limits  of 
longitude  abovementioned. 

On  the  27th  of  November  1779,  ^^^  •^^' 
giflature  of  Pennfylvania  veiled  the  eftatc  of 
the  proprietaries  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  charter  of  Pennfylvania  compre- 
hended a  part  of  the  land  included  in  the 
charter  of  Connc<5licut,  viz.  between  the 
forty-firft  and  forty- fecond  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  in  confequence  of  which  a  difpute 
arofe  refpedting  the  right  of  foil  and  jurif- 
didion. 

journals  of     This  difpute  came  to  a  final  decifion  be- 
Coagreis,      fQj-g  ^  court  of  commiflioners  appointed  pur- 

-  ^*  fuant  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  on  the 
30th  day  of  December  1782,  when  it  was 
determined  that  the  State  of  Connedicut  had 
no  right  to  the  lands  included  in  the  charter 
of  Pennfylvania:  and  that  the  State  of  Penn- 
fylvania had  the  right  of  jurifdidion  and 
pre-emption. 

The  State  of  Conneflicut  acquiefced  in 
the  decifion  aforefaid,  refpe6ling  the  lands 
claimed  by  Pennfylvania,  and  the  court  of 
commiffioners  having  final  jurifdidion,  the 
claim  of  Connedicut  refpeding  both  foil 
and  jurifdidion  is  conclufively  fettled.  But 
Connedicut  did  not  abandon  her  claim  to 
lands  weft  of  Pennfylvania,  and  at  a  Gene- 
ral AlTembly,  holden  at  New-Haven  on  the 
fecond  Thurfday  of  Odober  1783*  the  fol- 
A6lofLe- lowing  ad  was  pafied,  viz.  "  Whereas  this 

giflature  of    State  has  the  undoubted  and  cxclufive  right 

Conneaicut.  ^^  jurifdidion  and  pre-emption  to  all  the 
lands  lying  weft  of  the  weftern  limits  of 
the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  eaft  of  the 
river  MifTifBppi,  and  extending  throughout 
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from  the  latitude  41  to  latitude  42,  and  2 
rsinutcs  north  by  virtue  of  the  charter  grant- 
ed by  King  Charles  the  fecond  to  the  late 
colony  now  State  of  Conncdicut,  bearing 
date  the  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1662, 
which  claim  and  title  to  make  known,  for 
the  information  of  all,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  conform  themfelves  thereto. 

*^  Refohed,  That  his  excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, be  defired  to  ifllie  his  proclamation, 
declaring  and  alferting  the  right  of  this  Hate 
to  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  aforefaid  ^ 
and  ftridlly  forbidding  all  perfons  to  enterj^ 
or  fettle  thereon,  without  fpecial  licenfc  and 
authority  firft  obtained  from  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  this  Hate/' 

Purfuant  to  this  refolutlon,  governor 
Trumbull  iflued  a  proclamation,  bearing 
date  the  15th  day  of  November  1783  making 
known  the  determination  of  the  Hate  to 
maintain  their  claim  to  faid  territory,  and 
fofdidding  all  perfons  to  enter  thereon,  or 
fettle  within  the  limits  of  the  fame. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1784,  Congrefs 
adopted  the  following  refolution. 

Congrefs,  by  their  refolution  of  Septem-  J^"'"'^^^^  of 
ber  6th  1780,  having  thought  it  ad vi fable  yq"5o,  ^84. 
to  prefs  upon  the  dates  having  claims  to  the 
Weftern  country,  a  liberal  furrender  of  a 
portion  of  their  territorial  claims;  by  that  of 
the  loth  of  Odober  in  the  fame  year,  hav- 
ing fixed  conditions,  to  which  the  union 
fhould  be  bound  on  receiving  fuch  ceflions ; 
and  having  again  propofed  the  fame  fubjedt 
to  thofe  dates  in  their  addrefs  of  April  the 
i8th,  1783,  wherein,  daring  the  national 
debt,  and  expreffing  their  reliance  for  its  dif- 
charge,  on  the  profpe(fi;  of  vacant  territory 
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in  aid  of  other  refources,  they  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  as  well  as  to  obviate  difagrceable  con- 
troverfies  and  confufions,  included  in  the 
fame  recommendations,  a  renewal  of  thofe 
of  September  6th,  and  of  06tober  the  loth 
1780,  which  feveral  recommendations  have 
not  yet  been  fully  complied  with. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  fubjefl  be  again 
prefented  to  the  faid  ftates ;  that  they  be 
urged  to  confider,  that  the  v/ar  being  now 
brought  to  a  happy  termination  by  the  per-' 
fonal  fervices  of  our  foldiers,  the  iupplies  of 
property  by  our  citizens,  and  loans  of  money 
from  them  as  well  as  foreigners  j  thefe  feve- 
ral creditors  have  a  right  to  expedl  that 
funds  will  be  provided,  on  which  they  may 
rely  for  indemnification  i  that  congrefs  fciil 
confider  vacant  territory,  as  an  important 
refourcc;  and  that  therefore  laid  ftates  be 
earneftly  prefTed  by  immediate  and  liberal 
cefiions  to  forward  thefe  neceffary  ends,  and 
to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  union. 

The  ftate  of  Connefticut,  prior  to  the  de- 
Journals  of  cree  of  Trenton,  offered  to  make  a  ceffion  of 
Cpngiefs,      Weftern  territory,  but,  under  fuch  reftric- 
vol.  VII.  23.  j.'Qj^g  ^i^^j.  Congrefs  refufed  to  accept  the  fame. 
3,2.  ^oi,     ^^  confequence  of  the  above  recommenda- 
tion of  Congrefs,  the  legiflature  of  Connec- 
ticut refumed  the  confideration  of  a  ceflion 
of  their  Weftern  territory  j  and  at  a  general 
aiTembly  of  the  ftate  on  the  fecond  Thurfday 
of  May,   1786,  pafled  the  following  ad  : 

^'  Be  it  eyiaSlcd  by  the  Governor^  Council^  and 
Reprefentatives,  in  general  court  ajfernbled,  and 
by  th^  authority  of  the  fame.  That  the  delegates 
of  this  ftate,  or  any  two  of  them,  who  fhall 
|)e  attending   the  Congrefs  of  the    United 
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States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  dire6i:ed,autho- 
rifed,  and  fully  empowered,  in  the  name,  and  ^-f ^"''"^^^ °^ 
behalf  of  this  ftate  to  make,  execute  and  de-yQ°"fJ^22i. 
liver  under  their  hands  and  feals  an  ample 
deed  of  releafe  and  ceflion  of  all  the  right, 
title,  intereft,  jurifdidlion,  and  claim  of  the 
flate  of  Connecticut,  to  certain  Wcftern 
lands,  beginning  at  the  completion  of  the 
forty-firft  degree  of  North  latitude,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  Weft  of  the  Weftern 
boundary  line  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  as  now  claimed  by  faid  common- 
wealth ;  and  from  thence  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  North  parallel  to,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  Weft  of  the  faid  Weft  line 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  to  continue  North  until 
it  comes  to  forty-two  degrees  and  two  mi- 
nutes North  latitude  :  whereby  all  the  right, 
title,  intereft,  jurifdidion,  and  claim  of  the 
ftate  of  Connecticut  to  the  lands  lying  Weft 
of  the  faid  line,  to  be  drawn,  as  aforemen- 
tioned, one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  Weft 
of  the  Wcftern  boundary  line  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennfylvania,  as  now  claimed 
by  faid  commonwealth,  ftiall  be  included, 
releafed,  and  ceded  to  the  United  States  in 
Congrefs  aftembied,  for  the  common  ufe, 
and  benefit  of  faid  ftates  Conne6licut  inclu- 
five. 

On  the  26th  of  May,   1786,  Congrefs  re- 
folved,    "  that   Congrefs    in   behalf  of  the    Joui'naJsof 
United  States,   are   ready  to  accept  all  the  ,^^"fr^^' 
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right,  tirie,  interelt,  jurildiction,  and  claim 
of  the  ftate  of  Connecticut  to  certain  Wef- 
tern lands,  beginning  at  the  completion  of 
the  forty-iirft  degree  of  North  latitude,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  V/eft  of  the  Wel^ 


1Z 

tern  boundary  line  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Journals  of  pgj^i^fyjy^j^ia^  as  now  claimed  by  faid  com- 

vX  ll!  IOC.  n^onweakh,  and  from  thence  by   a  line  to 
be  drawn  North  parallel  to,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  Weft  of  the  faid  Weft 
line  of  Pennfylvania,  and  to  continue  North 
until  it  comes  to  forty-two  degrees  two  mi- 
nutes North  latitude,  whenever  the  delegates 
of  Conne6ticut  ftiall  be  furnifhed  with  full 
powers,  and  ihall  execute  a  deed  for  that 
purpofe." 
Journalsof     On  the  14th  of  September,   1786,  the  de- 
Congrefs.     Jegates  from  Connedicut  executed  a  deed  of 
cefiion  agreeably  to  the    above  refolution, 
and  it  v/as  refolved,  '^  that  Congrefs  accept 
the  faid  deed  of  celTion  and  that  the  fame  be 
recorded,  and  enrolled  among  the   a6ls  of 
Ibid    vol.^^^  United  States,  in  Congrefs  aflembled.'* 
10, 124.  vol.      The  ceffion  from  Conne6ticut  was  accept- 
VII.  518.     ed  by  Congrefs  in  the  fame  manner  and  form, 
vollX.  67.  gg  ji^g  ceffions  from   Virginia,   New-York 

„    -  ,    and  MalTachufetts. 

Legiflature        The  legiflature  of  Connedicut,  on  the  fe- 

ofConneai-  cond  Thurfday  of  October,   1786,  pafTed  an 

cut.  aft  direding  the  furvey  of  that  part  of  their 

Weftern  territory,  not  ceded  to  Congrefs, 

lying  Weft  of  Pennfylvania,  and  Laft  of  the 

river  Cayahoga,  to  which  the  Indian  right 

had  been  extinguifhed  ^  and  by  the  fame  a6t 

opened   a  land-office  for  the  fale    thereof. 

Under  this  a6l  a  part  of  faid  tra6t  was  fold. 

The  legiflature  of  Connedicut  in  in  1792, 
granted  five  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  faid 
territory,  being  the  Weft  part  thereof,  to 
certain  citizens  of  the  ftate,  as  a  compenfation 
for  property  burned  and  deftroyed  in  the 
towns  of  New  London,  New  Haven,  Fair- 
field, and  Norwalk,  by  the  Britifti  troops  in 
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the  war  between  the  United  States  of  Ame» 
rica  and  Great  Britain.  Many  transfers  of 
parts  of  this  land  have  been  made  for  valu- 
able cbnfiderations. 

In  May  1795  the  legiflature  of  Conneili- 
cut  pafied  a  refolve  in  the  words  following  : 

*^  Rejolved  by  the  ajfemhlyy  That  a  com-  . 
mittee  be  appointed  to  receive  any  propofals  giflature, 
that  may  be  made  by  any  perfon  or  perfons,  Connedku:. 
whether  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  or 
others,  for  the  purchafe  of  the  lands  belong- 
ing to  this  ftate  lying  Weft  of  the  Weft  line 
of  Pennfylvania,  as  claimed  by  faid  ftate. 
And  the  faid  committee  are  hereby  fully  au- 
thorifed  and  empowered,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  this  ftate,  to  negociate  with  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  on  the  fubjedt  of  any 
fuch  propofals,  and  alfo  to  form  and  com- 
plete any  contradl  or  contrails  for  the  fale 
of  the  faid  lands,  and  to  make  and  execute, 
under  their  hands  and  feals,  to  the  purchafer 
or  purchafers,  a  deed  or  deeds,  duly  authen- 
ticated, quitting  in  behalf  of  this  ftate,  all 
right,  title  and  intereft,  juridical  and  terri- 
torial in,  and  to  faid  lands  to  him  or  them, 
and  to  his  and  their  heirs  forever. 

"  That  before  the  executing  of  fuch  ^ttdi, 
or  deeds,  the  purchafer  or  purchafers  ftiall 
give  their  pcrfonal  note  or  bond,  payable  to 
the  treafurer  of  this  State,  for  the  purchafe 
money,  carrying  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  payable  annually,  to  com- 
mence from  the  date  thereof,  or  from  fuch 
future  period,  not  exceeding  two  years  from 
the  date,  as  circumftances,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  may  require,  and  as  may 
be  agreed  on  between  them  and  the  faid 
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purchafer^  or  purchafers,  with  good  and 
fufficient  fureties,  inhabitants  of  this  State  j 
or  with  a  fufficient  depofit  of  Bank  Stock, 
or  other  Stock  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
particular  States  :  which  note  or  bond,  fhall 
be  taken  payable  at  a  period  not  more  re- 
mote than  five  years  from  the  date^  or  if  by 
annual  inftalments,  fo  that  the  laft  infbal- 
ment  be  made  payable  within  ten  years  from 
the  date,  either  in  fpecie  or  fix  per  cent, 
three  per  cent,  or  deferred  flock  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

'^  That  if  the  faid  committee  fhall  find' 
that  it  will  be  moft  beneficial  to  the  State  or 
its  citizens,  to  form  feveral  contradls  for  the 
fale  of  the  faid  lands,  they  fhall  not  confu- 
mate  any  of  the  faid  contradls  apart  by  them- 
felves  while  the  others  lie  in  a  train  of  nego- 
ciation  only ;  but  all  the  contrads  which 
taken  together,  fhall  comprife  the  whole  of 
the  quantity  of  the  faid  lands  fhall  be  con- 
fumated  together,  and  the  purchafers  fhall 
hold  their  refpedive  parts,  or  proportions, 
as  tenants  in  common  of  the  whole  tradt,  or 
territory,  and  not  in  feveralty. 

That  the  faid  committee,  in  whatever 
manner  they  fhall  find  it  beft  to  fell  the  faid 
lands,  fnall,  in  no  cafe,  be  at  liberty  to  fell 
the  whole  quantity  for  a  principal  fum  lefs 
than  one  million  of  dollars  in  fpecie,  with 
interefl,  at  fix  per  cent  per  annum  from  the 
time  of  fuch  fale. 

The  Lcgiflature  at  the  fame  time  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  fell  faid  lands : — who  ad- 
vertifed  the  fame  in  various  news-papers  in 
the  United  States,  and  particularly  in  the 
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Gazette  of  the  United  States,  publiHied  in 
Philadelphia. 

Said  committee  fold  faid  lands  to  fundry 
citizens  of  Conne6l:icut,  and  of  other  States, 
for  the  fum  of  one  million  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars :  And  on  the  ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1795,  executed  to  the  feveral  pur- 
chafers,  deeds  quitting  to  them,  and  their 
heirs  forever,  all  right,  title,  and  intereli, 
juridical  and  territorial  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, to  lands  belonging  to  faid  State, 
lying  weft  of  the  weft  line  of  Pennfylvania, 
as  claimed  by  faid  State. 

The  Legiflature  of  Conne6licut  have  ap- 
propriated the  money  ariling  on  the  fale  of 
faid  lands,  for  the  fupport  of  fchools,  and 
have  pledged  the  annual  intereft  as  a  perpe- 
tual fund  for  that  purpofe.  The  proprietors 
have  paid  the  principal  part  of  two  years 
intereft  to  the  State  making  about  the  fum 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

The  purchafers  have  furveyed  into  tov/n- 
fhips  of  five  miles  fquare  the  whole  of  faid 
tra(5c  lying  eaft  of  the  river  Cayahoga  and  to 
which  the  Indian  right  has  been  extinguifn- 
edi  they  have  made  divifions  thereof  ac- 
cording to  their  refpective  proportions  ; 
commenced  fettlements  in  thirty  five  of  fiiid 
townfliipsj  and  there  are  actually  fettled 
therein  about  one  thoufand  inhabitants.  A 
number  of  mills  have  been  built  and  roads 
cut,  in  various  direftions  through  faid  ter- 
ritory, to  the  extent  of  about  fcven  hundred 
miles  j  numerous  fales  and  transfers  of  the 
land  have  been  made — and  the  proprietors 
in  addition  to  the  payments  of  intereft  afore- 
faid  have  already  expended  about  the  (um  of 
eighty  thoufand  dollars, 
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While  the  flate  of  Connecticut  was  ma- 
king a  difpofition  of  faid  territory,  the  fol- 
lowing a6ts  took  place  in  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 
Mr.  Jet-      jj^  ^YiQ  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 

jcrions  s    re*       ^         .  .  ^ 

ports,  Nov. ''^^P^'^^"^  ^^^^  quantity,  and  ficuation  of  the 
8, 1791.  lands  not  claimed  by  the  Indians,  nor  grant- 
Journals  anded  to,  nor  claimed  by  any  of  the  citizens  of 
reports,    lit  j.j^^  United  States  within  the  territory  ceded 

leiiion  2nd  I       TT    •       1    o  I         in  <"  -«.T        i 

Congrefs,  6,  ^^  the  United  States  by  the  Itate  ot  North- 
8,  report.     Carolina;  and  within  the  territy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  North -weft  of  the  river  Ohio^  arc 
the  followino;  claufes. 

Under  the  head  of  lands  referved  by  ftates 
in  their  deeds  of  ceiTion,  it  is  faid,  '*  The 
tracl  of  country  prefents  itfelf  from  the  com- 
pletion of  the  41ft  degree  to  42nd  degree, 
two  minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  Pennfylvania  line,  before  men- 
tioned, 120  miles  weft  ward,  not  mentioned 
in  the  deed  of  Connecticut,  while  all  the 
country  weftward  thereof,  was  mentioned  to 
be  ceded  :  about  two  and  an  half  millions  of 
acres  of  this,  m.ay  perhaps  be  without  the 
Indian  lines  before  mentioned." 

In  the  a61:  of  Congrefs,  paffed  May  i8th, 
1796,  entitled,  '' An  .a£l  providing  for  the 
fale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  North- 
v^'eft  of  the  riv^er  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Kentucky  river,"  is  the  following  lec- 
tion. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enaBed^  That  when- 
ever feven  ranges  of  townlhips  fhall  have 
been  furvcyed  below  the  Great  Miami,  or 
between  the  Scioto  river  and  the  Ohio  Com- 
pany's purchafe,  or  between  the  Southern 
boundary  of  the  Connedicut  claims,  and  the 
ranges  already  laid  off  ^  beginning  upon  the 


Ohio  river,  and  extending  Weftwardly  i  and 
the  plats  thereof  made  and  tranfmitted  in 
conformity  to  the  provifions  of  this  act,  the 
faid  fedions  of  fix  hundred  and  forty  acres 
(excluding  thofe  hereby  referved)  fhall  be 
offered  for  fale  at  public  vendue,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Governor,  or  Secretary  of 
the  Weftcrn  Territory,  and  the  Surveyor 
General  -,  fuch  of  them  as  lie  below  the  Greac 
Miami,  fliall  be  fold  at  Cincinnati  -,  thofe  of 
them  that  lie  between  the  Scioto  and  the 
Ohio  Company's  purchafe,  at  Pittfourgh  ; 
and  thofe  between  the  Connedlicut  claim^ 
and  feven  ranges  at  Pittfburgh,  &c/' 

At  a  meeting  of  commiffioners  from  fun- 
dry  of  the  then  colonies  at  Albany  on  Tuef- 
day  the  9th  of  July,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four,  it  was  among  other  things 
agreed  and  refolved  as  follows  : 

That  his  Majefly's  title  to  the  Northern 
continent  of  America,  appears  to  be  founded 
on  the  difcovery  thereof  firfl  made,  and  the 
podefTion  thereof  firfl  taken  in  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  under  a 
commifTion  from  Henry  the  Seventh  of  Eng- 
land to  Sebaflian  Cabot :  That  the  French 
have  pofTefTed  themfelves  of  feveral  parts  of 
this  continent,  v/hich  by  treaties  have  been 
ceded  and  confirmed  to  them  : 

That  the  right  of  the  Englifh  to  the  whole 
fea  coaft/rom  Georgia  on  the  South,  to  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  on  the  North,  excepting 
the  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  and  the  iilands  in 
the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  remains  indifpu- 
table 

That  all  the  lands  or  countries  V/eftward 
from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  South  Sea, 
between  48  and  34  degrees  North  htidude^ 


was  exprefsly  included  in  the  grant  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft  to  divers  of  his  fubjedts,  fo 
long  fince  as  the  year  1606,  and  afterwards 
coniirmed  in  1620,  and  under  this  grant  the 
colony  of  Virginia  claims  extent  as  far  Weft 
as  the  South  Sea,  and  the  ancient  colonies  of 
the  Mafiachufetts  Bay  and  Conne6licut,  were 
by  their  refpe6live  charters  made  to  extend 
to  the  faid  South  Sea  ;  fo  that  not  only  the 
rip-ht  of  the  fea  coaft,  but  to  all  the  inland 
countries  from  fea  to  fea,  has  at  all  times 
been  afTerted  by  the  crown  of  England  : 

In  one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,  fome  fettlements  were  rnade  from  Con- 
ne^Licut  on  lands  on  the  Sufquehannah  about 

Wvominp-   Tvithin   the   chartered   limits    of 

•  •     •  -I 

Pennfylvania,   and  alfo  within   the  chartered 

limits  claimed  by  Connefticut  which  produ- 
ced a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecli- 
cut  to  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extraft. 

Windfor,  March  13th,   1754. 

There  being  now  no  unimpropriated  lands 
with  us,  fome  of  our  inhabitants  hearing  of 
this  land  ar  Sufquehannah  and  that  it  was 
f'Jorth  of  the  grant  made  to  Mr.  Penn  and 
that  to  Virginia  are  upon  a  defign  of  making 
a  purchai'e  from  the  Indians  and  hope  to  ob- 
tain a  grant  of  it  from  the  crown.  But  Mr. 
Armibong  informs  me  that  this  land  is  cer- 
tainly within  Mr.  Penn's  grant— If  fo,  I  dont 
fuppole  our  people  had  any  purpofe  to  quar- 
rel with  Pennfylvania.  Indeed  I  dont  know 
the  mind  of  every  private  man,  Dut  I  never 
heard  our  leading?  men  exorefs  themfelves  fo 
inclined. 

On  the  fime  day  Lieutenant  Governor 
F'-ch  wrote  trorn  Hartford  a  letter  on  the 
fame  fubjeft  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract. 


I  do  well  approve  of  the  notice  you  take  of 
the  attempt  fome  of  the  people  of  this  colony- 
are  making  and  the  concern  you  manifeft 
for  the  general  peace,  &c.  I  know  nothing 
of  any  thing  done  by  the  government  to 
countenance  fuch  a  procedure  as  you  intimate 
and  I  conclude  is  going  on  among  fome  of 
our  people.  I  fhall  in  all  proper  ways  ufe  my 
intereft  to  prevent  every  thing  that  may  tend 
to  prejudice  the  general  goodof  thefe  govern- 
ments and  am  inclined  to  believe  this  wild 
fcheme  of  our  people  will  come  to  nothing, 
tho  leant  certainly  fay. 

At  a  general  aflembly  for  Connefticut 
holden  in  May  1755,  the  Sufquehanna  Com- 
pany, as  wereftyled,  thofe  who  were  feating 
lands  on  that  river  weft  of  New- York  and 
within  the  boundaries  claimed  by  Pennfyl- 
vania  and  Conned:icut,  prefented  a  petition 
praying  the  aiTentof  the  legiflature  to  a  peti- 
tion to  his  Majefty  for  a  new  Colony  within 
the  chartered  limits  of  Conneflicut  and  def- 
cribing  the  lands  lying  weft"  of  New- York, 
whereupon  the  Aflembly  of  Conne6licut 
after  reciting  the  faid  petition  came  to  the 
following  refolution. 

Refolvedy  by  this  Aflembly,  that  they  are 
of  opinion  that  the  peaceably  and  orderly 
eredling  and  carrying  on  fome  new  and  well 
regulated  colony  or  plantation  on  the  lands 
above  mentioned  would  tend  to  fix  and  fe- 
cure  faid  Indian  nations  in  allegiance  to  his 
Majefty  and  friendftiip  with  his  fubjedls,  and 
accordingly  hereby  manifeft  their  ready  ac- 
auiefcencc  therein,  if  it  ftiould  be  his  Ma- 
jefty's  royal  pleafure  to  grant  faid  land  to 
faid  petitioners,  and  thereon  eve&i  and  fettle 
a  new  colony,  in  fuch  form  and  under  fuch 


regulations  as  might  fbe  confiftcnt  with  his 
royal  wifdom — and  alfo  take  leave  humbly 
to  recommend  the  faid  petitioners  to  his 
royal  favour  in  the  premifes* 

On  the  3111  of  Auguft,  1779,  an  agree- 
ment v^as  concluded  between  commifFioners 
duly  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the  Hate 
of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania  refpedlively, 
whereby  it  was  agreed,  "  That  the  line  com- 
monly called  Mafons  and  Dixons  line  be  ex- 
tended due  Well",  five  degrees  of  longitude, 
to  be  computed  from  the  river  Delaware  for 
the  Southern  boundary  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
that  a  meridian  drawn  from  the  Weftern  ex- 
tremity thereof  to  the  Northern  limits  of  the 
faid  ftates  refpe6livcly  be  the  Weflern  boun- 
dary of  Pennfylvania  for  ever/'  which  agree- 
ment was  ratified  and  finally  confirmed  by 
the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  by  refolution 
bearing  date  the  third  day  of  September, 
1780,  and  by  the  ftate  of  Virginia  on  the 
day  of  1 7S  See  journals  of  Penn- 

fylvania alTembly,  vol.  I.  page  519. 

On  the  6th  day  of  June,  1788,  Congrefs 
directed  the  geographer  of  the  United  States 
to  afcertain  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  States  of  New-York 
and  MafTachufetts  agreeably  to  the  deeds  of 
cclTion  of  the  faid  States,  and  alfo  diredled 
that,  the  meridian  line  between  lake  Erie 
and  the  State  of  Pennfylvania  being  run,  the 
land  lying  weft  of  the  faid  line,  and  be- 
tween the  State  of  Pennfylvania  and  lake 
Erie  fhoul  be  furveyed  and  return  thereof 
made  to  the  board  of  treafury  who  v/ere 
authorized  to  make  fale  thereof. 

The  faid  land  havino-  been  fold  in  confor- 
mity  with  the  above  mentioned  refolution  to 
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the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  Congrcfs  on  the 
3d  of  September  1788,  pafled  a  refolution 
relinquifhing  and  transferring  all  the  right 
title  and  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the 
government  and  jurifdidlion  of  the  faid  tradt 
of  land,  to  the  State  of  Pennfylvania  for- 
ever. 

As  the  purchafers  of  the  land  commonly 
called  the  Connedlicut  Referve  hold  their  title 
under  the  State  of  Connedticut,  they  cannot 
fubmit  to  the  government  eftablifhed  by  the 
United  States  in  the  North  Weftern  Terri- 
tory without  endangering  their  titles,  and  the 
jurifdidion  of  Connedlicut  could  not  be  ex- 
tended over  them  without  much  inconveni- 
ence. Finding  themfelves  in  this  fituation, 
they  have  applied  to  the  Legiflature  of  Con- 
ne6ticut  to  cede  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  faid 
territory  to  the  United  States.  In  purfuance 
of  fuch  application  the  Legiflature  of  Con- 
nedlicut^  in  the  month  of  Odlober  i797> 
pafled  an  a6t  authorizing  the  Senators  of  the 
faid  State  in  Congrefs  to  execute  a  deed  of 
releafe  in  behalf  of  faid  State  to  the  United 
States  of  the  jurifdidlion  of  faid  territory. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
cefllon  of  jurifdidlion  offered  by  the  State 
of  Conneiflicut,  ought  to  be  accepted  by  the 
United  States,  on  the  terms  and  conditions 
fpecified  in  the  Bill  which  accompanies  this 
report. 
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